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Genera and Subgenera of the A. O. U. Check-List. — In the case of 
such purely conventional groups as genera and subgenera, utility is 
clearly their chief raison d'itre, and this may be judged largely by the 
concensus of usage. In 1884, when the A. O. U. Committee prepared its 
Check-List of North American Birds, the feeling was more or less general 
among American ornithologists that there were too many genera current, 
and that the proper relationships of certain groups treated as genera 
were better expressed by reducing such groups to subgenera. This was 
evidently the feeling of the Committee, and on the conclusion of its work 
this feature of it was doubtless viewed with considerable satisfaction by 
all its members. As time passed on, however, the increasing tendency 
to differentiate subspecies on slight provocation naturally increased the 
relative value of the subgeneric groups. At the same time it became 
evident that the opinion of the Committee on genera and subgenera did 
not meet with the approval of ornithologists at large, and certain 
members of the Committee began to feel that the reduction of many 
' genera ' to the rank of ' subgenera' was illadvised. In 1892, this feeling 
was strong enough to lead to action, when all of the subgenera of 
Trochilus were given full generic rank, as was also Ardetta among the 
Herons. In 1896, a few other subgenera were similarly treated, while in 
1898, no less than twelve subgenera were raised to the rank of full genera! 
Probably others would have received similar treatment had their status 
been formally challenged in such a way as to bring them up for action. 

The matter has been recently considered by Dr. Coues, in ' The Osprey ' 
for May, 1899/ where he claims that, in his judgment, "a large number 
of the subgenera now standing in the Check-List, require to be restored 
or advanced to full generic rank, and some additional subgenera need to 
be recognized." He gives a list of some 21 subgenera he believes 
should stand as genera, and some dozen subgenera are suggested as 
additions to the Check-List. Two new subgenera are proposed, namely 
Pallasicarbo, for Phalacrocorax persficillatm, and Psiloscops, type 
Scops flammeola Kaup. Doubtless Dr. Coues's opinion on the subject 
of genera and subgenera, as here set forth, is shared by other members of 
the Committee. — J. A. A. 

Publications Received. — Bangs, Outram. (1) A New Rail from 
southern California. (Proc. New Engl. Zool. Club, 1899, pp. 45, 46). (2) 
The Labrador Spruce Grouse. {Ibid., pp. 47, 48.) 

Beal, F. E. L. Economic Relations of Birds and their Food. (Proc. 
24th Ann. Meet. New Jersey State Hort. Soc, 1899.) 

Brewster, William. An Undescribed Clapper Rail from Georgia and 
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'On Certain Generic and Subgeneric Names in the A. O. U. Check-List. 
The Osprey, III, May, 1899, p. 144. 



298 



Recent Literature. Ljuly 



Campbell, A. J. Nests and Eggs of the Honey-eaters or Meliphagous 
Birds of Australia. (Australian Assoc. Adv. Science, 1898.) 

Colburn, William W., and Robert O. Morris. Our Wild Birds [of 
Forest Park, Springfield, Mass.]. (Park Commissioners Report, pp. 
29-34, Springfield, Mass. 

Finsch, Otto. (1) On three apparently New Species of Birds from the 
Islands Batu, Sumbawa and Alor. (Notes from Leyden Museum, XX, 
pp. 224-226.) (2) Merula javanica (Horsf.) and M. fumida (S. Mull.) 
two distinct species. {Ibid. pp. 227-230). 

Girtanner, A. (1) Flauderei iiber den Steinadler {Aquila fulva s. chrys- 
aSius). (Orn. Monatschr. d. Deuts. Ver. zum Schutze d. Vogelwelt, 
XXIV, pp. ioi-iii.) (2) Der Lammergeier in den Schweizeralpen und 
in den Zeitungen. (Aus ' Diana,' 1899). (3) Mein Letzter Schuss. 
(Aus ' Deutsche Jagerzeitung,' 1899) . 

Hennicke, Carl R. Naumann, Naturgeschichte der Vogel Mittel- 
Europa's. V. Band. RaubvSgel. Folio, pp. 334, wtth 71 colored and 
4 black plates. 

Howe, Reginald Heber, Jr. On the Birds' Highway. i2mo, pp. 
xvi+ 175, illustrated. Boston, Small, Maynard & Co. $2.00. 

Huntington, Dwight W. In Brush, Sedge and Stubble, Pt. V, 1898. 

Judd, Sylvester D. Birds as Weed Destroyers. (Yearbook of Depart, 
of Agric. for 1898, pp. 219-232.) 

Unman, Charles R. The Milk-Drinking Hafisas of Sanskrit Poetry. 
(Journ. Amer. Orient. Soc. XIX, pp. 150-158.) 

Lee, Oswin A. J. Among British Birds in their Nesting Haunts. 
Part XIV. 

Nelson, E. W. Descriptions of New Birds from Northwestern Mexico. 
(Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. XIII, pp. 25-31.) 

Oddi, Ettore Arrigoni Degli. (1) La Caccia di Botte o di Valle nelle 
Lagune di Venezia. 8vo, pp. 47. (2) On two. Hybrid Ducks in Count 
Ninni's Collection at Venice. (Ornis, Bull, du Comite Orn. Intern.) 
(3) Nota sopra un Gennaja feldeggi (Schlegel) colto in Calabria. 
(Avicula, I, fas. 6.) (4) Eine Brutstatte des schwarzen Milans bei 
Grezzano bei Verona. (Journ. fiir Orn. Oct. 1898.) (5) Notes on some 
Specimens of Anatida; in the late Count Ninni's Collection. (Ibis, Jan. 
1898.) (6) Notizie sopra in Ibrido di Lag-opus mutus e Bonasa betulina. 
(Atti della Soc. Ital. di Sci. Nat. XXXIV.) (7) Materiali per la Fauna 
Padovana degli Aninali Vertebrati {Ibid.) (8) Sopra cinque Ibridi selvati- 
ci del gen. Fringilla colti in Italia. {Ibid. XXXV.) (9) Le ultime 
apparizioni dell' Actochelidon sandvicensis (Latham) nel Veneziano. 
{Ibid. XXXVI.) (10) La recente cattura di un Fenicottero nel Venezi- 
ano. {Ibid.) (11) Nota sopra un' anomalia di colorito della Querquedula 
crecca (Linn.). {Ibid.) (12) Noteornithologiche per l'anno 1895. (Ibid.) 
(13) Nota sopra una varieta di colorito osservata in un' Anas boscas 
Linn. {Ibid. XXXVII.) (14) Note ornitologische. (Revista Ital. di Sci. 
Nat. e Boll, del Naturalista Siena, XIV.) (15) Nota sopra una Quer- 



Vol i'8w VI ] Recent Literature. 299 

quedula crecca (Linn.) colorita anormalmente. {Ibid., XVI.) (16) II 
Turdus fuscatus Pallas — nel Bergamasco. {Ibid. XIII.) (17) Un Ibrido 
naturale di Anas boscas Linn, e Mareca fenelope (Linn.) preso nel 
Veneto. (Atti della Soc. Veneto-Tentinta di Sci. nat. ser. 2, 1, fasc. ii). 

Goeldi, Emilio A. A lenda amazonica do ' CaureV Bol. do Museu 
Paraense, II, 1898, pp. 430-442.) 

Oberholser, Harry C. Some Untenable Names in Ornithology. 
(Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila. 1899, pp. 201-216.) 

Osgood, Wilfred H. Chamaa fasciata and its Subspecies. (Proc. 
Biol. Soc. Wash. XIII, pp. 41, 42.) 

Palmer, T. S. The Danger of Introducing Noxious Animals and 
Birds. (Yearbook U. S. Depart, of Agric. for 1898, pp. 85-110.) 

Salvadori, T., and E. Festa. Viaggio del Dott. E. Festa nel Darien 
e regioni vicine. (Boll. Mus. di Zool. ed. Anat. comp. della R. Univ. 
di Torino, XIV, 1899, pp. 1-13.) 

Shelly, G. E. On a Collection of Birds from the vicinity of Zomba, 
British Central Africa, forwarded by Lieut. Col. W. H. Manning. With 
a Note by P. L. Sclater. (Ibis, April, 1899.) 

Shufeldt, R. W. (1) On the Alternation of Sex in a Brood of Young 
Sparrow Hawks. (Am. Nat., Aug. 1898.) (2) Observations on the 
Classification of Birds. (Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila. 1898, pp. 489- 

499-) 

Sowerby, J. Lawrence. On a collection of Birds from Fort Chiquaqua, 
Mashonaland. With notes by R. Bowdler Sharpe. (Ibis, Oct., 1898.) 

American Journ. Sci., April-June, 1899. 

Annals of Scottish Nat. Hist., April, 1899. 

Australian Museum. Records, III, No. 5; Memoirs, III, part 7. 

Bird-Lore, I, Nos. 2, 3, April and June, 1899. 

Birds and All Nature, V, Nos. 4, 5, April ; VI, No. 1, June, 1899. 

Boletim de Museu Paraense, Para, Brazil, II, No. 4, 1898. 

Bulletin British Orn. Club, Nos. LIX, LX, Jan., Feb., 1899. 

Bulletin Cooper Orn. Club, I, No. 3, 1899. 

Bulletin Michigan Orn. Club, III, No. 1, Jan., 1899. 

Contributions to Biology from the Hopkins Seaside Laboratory of the 
Leland Stanford, Jr., University, XIX, 1899. 

Forest and Stream, LI, Nos. 13-26, 1899. 

Hummer, The, devoted to Bird Life, I, No. 1, May, 1899, J. R. Bon- 
well, Nebraska City, Nebr. 

Knowledge, XXII, No. 162-164, April-June, 1899. 

Naturalist, The, A Month. Journ. Nat. Hist, for North of England, 
Nos. 507-509, April-June, 1899. 

North American Fauna, No. 13, May, 1899. 

Ornithologische Monatsberichte, VII, Nos. 4-6, April-June, 1899. 

Ornithologische Monatsschrift des Deutscher Vereins zum Schutze der 
Vogelwelt, XXIV, Nos. 4-6, April-June, 1899. 

Ornithologisches Jahrbuch, X, No. 2, 3, March-April, May-June, 1899. 



30O Correspondence. [^ 

Osprey, The, III, Nos. 8-9, April, May, 1899. 

Ottawa Naturalist, XIII, Nos. 1-3, April-June, 1899. 

Our Animal Friends, XXVI, Nos. 8-10, April-June, 1899. 

Proceedings of the Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia, 1899, Part i.Jan.- 
March. 

Proceedings of the California Acad, of Science, 3d Ser., Z06I. I, 
No. 12, May, 1899. 

Proceedings and Transactions of Nova Scotia Inst, of Science, IX, 
pt. 4, Dec. 1898. 

Science (2), Nos. 222-234, 1899. 

Shooting and Fishing, XXIV, Nos. 24-26, XXV, Nos. 1-10, 1899. 

Transactions of the Wisconsin Acad. Sci., Arts, and Letters, XII, 
Part 1, 1898. 

Wilson Bulletin, Nos. 25, 26, March and May, 1899. 

Wombat, The, IV, No. 2, Feb. 1899. 

Zoologist, The (4), Nos. 28-30, April-June, 1899. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Spelling of Names. 

Editors of 'The Auk': — 

Dear Sirs: — In the April number of your excellent journal, our 
esteemed friend, Mr. William Brewster, has acknowledged — what I am 
sure no one would ever have dreamed charging him with — that he has 
experienced a difficulty in spelling correctly even so insignificant a word 
as a proper name, and in his strait he appeals to me for assistance. Now, 
although I am indicated, together with Mr. Brewster's fellow-committee- 
man, Dr. Coues, and the revered president of an ancient University, as one 
of those who does not know how to spell his own name, which is a very 
sad state of affairs indeed, yet I will try to explain why "these things 
are thus." It is possible Mr. Brewster's former intimate knowledge of 
philology (which he tells us, and he alone would say that, is now reduced 
to " simple ignorance ") has been obliterated by the peculiar atmosphere 
which has enveloped him at the meetings of a prominent A. O. U. Com- 
mittee, of which he is one of the most highly respected members. If he 
will permit me, I would recall to Mr. Brewster's memory the fact that in 
philological science a word is spelled according to the root or source 
from which it is derived, and it not infrequently happens that several 
words, although very differently spelled, have the same meaning. To 
give an instance of this effect of derivation, Brewster is always spelled 



